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Century Gardens:
“The Turning of a New Leaf”

By Linda Dalton
Although cold weather may be keeping you inside, but now 

is the perfect time to venture outside to make plans for your yard 
for the spring, say the experts at Century Gardens Landscape 
Creators in Kingwood.

 “In January, our area had the worst freeze since the early 
‘80s,” notes Century Garden’s Mark Renninger. “Homeowners 
need to assess the damage done to their plants, but hold off on 
cutting back dead growth until early March – when the chance of 
another freeze is behind us.”

 He says that by March you can tell if the plants will survive 
or not because they should have begun to show new growth by 
then. If they do sprout green shoots, it’s time to fertilize; if they 
don’t, it’s time to start over and re-plant.

 Century Gardens can come to a homeowner’s rescue on 
either account. The company has been creating timeless landscape 
designs for more than ten years and has recently introduced 
a proprietary fertilizer program called Go Green, specifically 
designed for our area to expedite the landscape recovery process 
and to help maintain a healthy green lawn all year long.

Customer Focus
The Go Green fertilizer company is just one of the initiatives 

launched by Century Gardens since Mark Renninger took over the 
helm of his family’s business late last year. “A lot has changed,” notes 
Renninger who has been with the company for seven years.

“We have gone back to the basics and put the customer 
first. We are willing to do whatever it takes to provide the 

great service our clients 
deserve.”

Over the years, Century 
Gardens has emerged from a 
simple landscaping company 
to the premier outdoor living 
construction company in 
the area. “We have done 
hundreds of lush landscapes 

and hardscape projects 
for homeowners and 
businesses making us the 
most experienced in the 
area,” says Renninger. 
“We can confidently say 
we are indeed, the best in 
the business.”

 Rick Shojaei of 
Earth Friendly Mulch 
agrees: “We deal with over a hundred different landscape 
companies. It was clear to me that Century Gardens had the highest 
quality construction of their product. So I called Mark and asked 
him if they wanted to showcase their work.” 

Century Gardens accepted the offer and recently opened an 
outdoor display at Earth Friendly Mulch located at 5510 FM 1960 
in Humble next to Houston Garden Center. The display allows 
prospective customers to preview Century Garden’s capabilities 
all in one place. It includes a custom built outdoor kitchen with a 
textured concrete counter top, an ornate solid cedar arbor, samples 
of decorative and textured concrete, a fire pit and seat wall made 
of natural stone. 

Century Gardens also plans an outdoor kitchen display at 
Alspaugh’s Ace Hardware in Kingwood. They work hand in hand 
with Rick Alspaugh when it comes to the grilling experience. “We 
like to use the best products on the market, and when it comes to 
grills, no one knows more than Rick,” states Renninger. Century 
Gardens refers its customers to Alspaugh’s to purchase grills and 
stainless steel accessories for their outdoor kitchens.

 “Mark and his team at Century Gardens have installed built-
in Weber gas grills that have transformed many a backyard into a 
grilling paradise,” exclaims Alspaugh. 

Century Gardens will gladly put its products and prices up 
against any other company in town. “Many companies install pre-
fabricated outdoor kitchens,” explains Renninger. “Ours are all 
custom made. They may cost the same, but side-by-side you can 
clearly see the difference in our quality. We can custom build our 
units to fit any area and modify them to meet the homeowner’s 
needs. That is not possible with the cookie cutter pre-fab units.” 

C
en

t
u

r
y

 G
a

r
d

en
s

Mark Renninger



 Customer service and satisfaction is the top priority for Century Gardens.
“In any big project, there are always minor issues that arise,” Renninger admits. 

“What makes a great company is how it deals with a problem. At the end of the job, we 
guarantee you will be satisfi ed with Century Gardens.” 

He is a stickler about returning calls to the company within 24 hours. He promises: 
“If you don’t reach me, please leave a message or send an email to mark@centurygardens.
com and I will get back to you quickly.” 

 To see more photos of the scope and variety of Century Garden’s outdoor living 
environments, visit:  www.CenturyGardens.com To schedule a complimentary 
initial consultation, call Mark on his cell phone at 281-541-1855 or at the offi ce at 
281-354-0970. 

experienced in-house Crew
Another reason for Century Garden’s unequalled job quality is its experienced, 

in-house landscaping and construction crews. “Our team has been together for many 
years and they know what is expected from them,” states Renninger. “Because we do 
everything in-house, we have better control over the timeline of a project and we don’t 
have to mark up prices like everyone else. It also gives us the ability to work within 
homeowners’ budgets and guarantee our work.”

 Century Gardens is so confi dent in their work that they encourage homeowners 
to get at least two other bids on a job before choosing a contractor. “Don’t let the little 
guy fool you,” cautions Renninger. “Homeowners think they’ll get a deal from the small 
companies. Those guys know this. They usually end up leaving the homeowner paying 
a great deal more for sub-par work. Get the bids, but if you insist, we are also experts at 
fi xing their mistakes.” 

 One recent project Century Gardens plans to show off is the backyard of Marge Wall’s 
Bear Branch home. They took a yard with just a small concrete patio and transformed it 
into an outdoor paradise with a 1,000 square-foot patio, an arbor, a trellis, landscaping 
and a contoured sidewalk leading from the driveway to the backyard. “Thank you for all 
you did to make our really ugly backyard into one of our favorite places,” writes Wall.  
“All the children and grandchildren love to come visit and use our new outdoor area.”
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THE VERANDA Featured in Texas Department of Agriculture GO TExAN Promotion
Texas restaurants featured Texas food and wine during the Texas Department of Agriculture’s 2009 GO TEXAN Restaurant Round-Up, pre-

sented by Farm Credit. Combinations of fresh Texas meats and produce and Texas wine by the bottle and glass, tickled Texans’ taste buds as they 
dined out to support local farmers, ranchers, businesses and food banks.

Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples led the charge promoting the event throughout by visiting and eating at several of the more than 
400 participating GO TEXAN restaurant locations. “This event is a great Texas story: it’s agriculture; it’s restaurants; it’s food banks - it’s the 
generosity of our citizens,” Commissioner Staples said. “Texans’ investment of resources for Round-Up helped to revitalize Texas spirit, our local 
businesses and our genuine goodwill. I appreciate everyone’s efforts to benefi t farmers, ranchers and food banks.”

Round-Up was featured in more than 100 news stories statewide, generating almost $250,000 in publicity value for participants. The event 
received exposure on television, Internet and radio, and in magazines. The number of media outlets around the state shining attention on the event 
roughly doubled from the event’s inaugural year in 2008.

THE VERANDA in Kingwood was proud to participate in GO TEXAN. “We were very 
pleased with the promotion,” said Pat and Ray Guard, own-
ers of THE VERANDA Restaurant in Kingwood. “The 
guests who dined with us loved the Texas dishes that were 
developed by our chefs. Several of the items will become 
regulars  on our new menu which will take effect in March, 
and we will continue to donate a portion of the price of 
those items to our local food bank.” The amount GO TEX-
AN restaurants donated to Texas food banks also increased 
108 percent from last year’s Round-Up. Proceeds from 
THE VERANDA’S GO TEXAN promotion were donated 
to Mission Northeast. 

The Restaurant Round-Up highlighted TDA’s GO 
TEXAN Restaurant Program with a goal of getting more 
Texas products on more Texas menus. By promoting the 
freshness and quality of local products, the program en-
courages consumers to request Texas menu items, thereby 
strengthening the state’s economy. THE VERANDA pro-
motion was featured in many follow-up articles published 
by the Texas Department of Agriculture and also won a free 
ad in My Table sponsored by the TDA.

TDA looks forward to the third annual GO TEXAN 
Restaurant Round-Up and is committed to generating even 
more funds for food banks. Join us for next year’s event at 
THE VERANDA and GO TEXAN!
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TExAS TINI
Tito’s Handmade Texas Vodka

accented with a Jalapeno Stuffed Olive
FIRE AND ICE SHRIMP

Texas Gulf Shrimp in a Spicy
Sun-ripened Chili Sauce 

with Cilantro Watermelon Sorbet
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